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4.1. “ " in Hebrew sounds like what Eve said,
have created” or “l have acquired” a man.

Luther’s view was that Eve thought Cain was the
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English translations show Eve saying she created/acquired a man

with the help of Yahweh.

4.2. Abel must have kept flocks for ,
clothing, or both, since people did not eat animals yet.

Cain was farming
occupation in God’s view.

, which was a legitimate

4.3-5. Why one sacrifice was and the other
was not is never explained in the Old Testament. One theory is
that Abel brought the best of what he had, while Cain did not.

Hebrews 11.4 says that by , Abel brought a
better offering than Cain. One theory is that Cain did not have
true faith or worshipful faith, he just went through the motions.

God will point Cain to what is right.
Somehow Abel acted on his faith, while Cain did not.

1 John 3.12 says Cain’s actions were , even before
he killed his brother. We only know of two actions: farming [ok]
and offering this sacrifice [how was this evil?].

What makes the most sense is that God had

animal sacrifice to cover sin.

If that is true, then Cain did not act in faith on the

of temporary atonement through animal sacrifice as a fore-
shadowing of the atonement of the promised savior.
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4.6-7. God told Cain would come to dominate
him the more he did what was not right. So Cain must subdue the
urge to sin.

4.8-9. Cain failed in his because his theology
was bad. He had a weak faith so he acted in the flesh.

1John 3.11-12 says Cain to Satan.

Cain walking apart from God's , killed
his brother simply because Abel walked with God.

4.10-12. Cain still had to deal with , though he
had eliminated his rival, so nothing was gained by this murder.

4.13-15. Cain responded with - ,
rather than repentance.

Judgement and are God’s
prerogatives, not ours, which was one reason God showed Mercy
to Cain by protecting him.

Conclusion. God has always required and
obedience, but obedience has always proved impossible. That is
why God offers grace through faith.

Without faith, people always sin.
But when we have faith, we seek to obey best we can.
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